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What are 

nematodes? 

• Unsegmented 

• Aquatic 

 



Types of plant-parasitic 

nematodes 

• Migratory endoparasites 

• Sedentary endoparasites 

• Ectoparasites 

 



Nematode life cycle - egg 



Ectoparasites- feeding 



Endoparasites 



Migratory Endoparasites 



Healthy                                            With nematodes 

Migratory endoparasites 
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Lesion 

nematode 

eggs 



Sedentary  

endoparasites 



Sedentary endoparasites 

Females 

Egg masses 
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Important plant-parasitic 

nematodes in Florida 

• Migratory 
endoparasites 

– Lesion 

– Burrowing 

– Foliar 

– Lance 

• Sedentary 
ectoparasites 

– Root-knot 

– Citrus 

• Ectoparasites 

– Sting 

– Stubby-root 

– Spiral 

– Ring 



Root-knot 

nematodes 

• Most damaging 

nematode worldwide 

• In Florida are common 

problems on vegetables, 

landscape plants, 

agronomic crops, 

nurseries 

• Sedentary endoparasite 

• Cause galls or knots on 

belowground plant parts 











Migratory endoparaites 

• Migratory endoparasites 

• Lesions on roots and 

belowground structures 

• Discoloration and rotting 

of roots 

Burrowing nematode 
Lesion nematode 

Lesion nematode 

Lance nematode 



Amaryllis with lesion 

nematodes 



Lesion nematodes on Easter lily 

Rotting 


